Minutes
For 

2010 Town of Dover Annual Town Meeting 

And 

Town School District Meeting

ARTICLES TO BE VOTED BY AUSTRALIAN BALLOT

ARTICLE 1:  
To choose all Dover Town Officers and Dover School District Officers for the

                      
following positions, required by law to be elected at the annual meeting.  

Auditor



3-year term

Joan Cooke


256 votes
Auditor



3-year term (1 year)
no one elected
First Constable


1-year term

Mary Lou Raymo

275 votes
Second Constable

1-year term

Randy Johnson


290 votes
Grand Juror


1-year term

Lawrence Feldstein

235 votes
Library Trustee


5-year term

Louise Severance

261 vote

Lister



3-year term

Chris McLean


283 votes
Moderator - School

1-year term

Richard U. Kaufmann

258 votes
Moderator - Town

1-year term

Richard U. Kaufmann

272 votes
School Director


3-year term

Laura Sibilia


253 votes
School Director


2-year term

Jolleen Mahon


246 votes
Selectman


3-year term

William A. “Buzzy” Buswell 
116 votes







Dwayne Coneeny

175 votes
Selectman


2-year term

Eddie Barber


37 votes







Rebecca Snow


89 votes








Randy Terk


175 votes

Town Agent


1-year term

no one elected


Town Clerk


3-year term

Andy McLean


285 votes
Treasurer


3-year term

Patty Westlake


288 votes


Trustee of Public Funds

1-year term

Patty Westlake


284 votes

10:00 am - moderator opens the polls and asks Teya Johnson and Theresa Boyd to lead the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence. Moderator goes over the rule for the day and appoints Rich Werner parliamentarian, Bob Edwards, Randy Johnson & Cathy Kaufmann vote counters.

School District Meeting

Representative, John Moran addresses the house. John presents the Town with a recognition re: the Economic Development Initiative. William Buswell questions further money taken from 1% tax by the State. Robbie Kresch asks about savings proposed in the teachers’ benefits package. Arlene Schertzer asks for accounting of lottery money. John says all lottery money goes to education fund except small amount for administration. Eddie Barber asks about giving vs. receiving towns. Rich Werner asks why education fund money goes to human services etc. and not just school districts as the law provides. John says he disagrees with Act 60. Larry Feldstein asks about small business extra tax because unemployment fund tapped out? And, do you support shutting down Yankee? John answers, yes, shut down Yankee and the unemployment tax issue is very complicated. Thomas Powell asks about the funding issue of education and the disparity between sending and receiving towns; “Don’t vote for the budget” with the rest of the Representatives! As Richie said earlier. This sentiment is widely approved by the people. Lisa Coneeny commends John on his accessibility to voters. 
  

ARTICLE 2:
Shall the town compensate officers as follows: chairman-$1,000 per year and members $500 per year, and mileage based on the Federal reimbursement rate for the month in which the mileage occurred?

M: Sue Rand

2: Larry Feldstein

V: Ayes, unanimous

 

ARTICLE 3:
Shall the voters authorize any surplus from the 2009/2010 budget to be placed in the Capital Reserve Fund?

M: Buzzy Buswell

2:Sarah Shippee

Rich Werner explains 

V: Ayes, unanimous

ARTICLE 4:
Shall the town school district fund the Capital Vehicle Fund in the amount of $10,550 to be raised by taxes?

M: Sarah Shippee

2: Kristen Wallace

Richie explains 

V: Ayes, unanimous

 

ARTICLE 5:
Shall the town school district fund the Capital building fund in the amount of $12,000 to be raised by taxes?

M: Judith Edberg

2: Abe Schuster

Richie explains

V: Ayes, unanimous

 

ARTICLE 6: 
Shall the town school district authorize expenditures of $25,000 from the Capital Building Fund for the purchase of the following items- $1,500 for lunch tables; $3,500 to match a grant to replace an oven/range and cooler for the kitchen; $10,000 to match a grant to replace the generator; $10,000 to repaint the gym and resource room?

M: Sue Rand

2: Larry Feldstein

Richie explains

Jim Martin asks if the generator is used for sewer plant? No. Rob Hubert asks about bids on painting? Vicky

Capitani explains, bids received but it’s a big job. Phil Bowen asks about the old generator? It will go to the Town

or will be offered to the people. Sarah Shippee asks about cost in light of the fact that the school is our emergency

shelter? We are getting a grant. Judith Edberg still concerned about price of painting the ceiling. Bobby Edwards

who was involved in painting Wilmington’s ceiling says, big job.

Call question: Buzzy

V: Ayes, have it, question called.

V: Ayes, unanimous

 

ARTICLE 7: 
Shall the town school district authorize operational fund expenditures in the amount of $2,478,158?

M: Patty Westlake

2: Abe Schuster

Richie explains

Julie Wilson asks if the younger kids’ programs are creating the savings in special ed? No, independent learning

curriculum responsible. Laura, explains that we have invested in our staff. Charles Lafiura asks if the budget

decreased? Vicky, yes, 7%.

V: Ayes, unanimous

 

ARTICLE 8: 
Shall the town discuss and give the School Board direction in regards to efforts by the State to mandate school consolidation?

M: Jolleen Mahon

2: Judith Edberg

Richie explains 

Liz Brown, pay attention! Laura explains further. Dick explains further. Linda Baxter, why do they want to do this?

Laura answers. Mary Lou, can Select Board work on this? What can the Town pay for? Geralyn Snaitkowski asks

about keeping choice in Vermont vs. alignment with, say, Wilmington? Richie responds, if we consolidate we lose

choice. Charles Lafiura says, what is the purpose of the article. Richie, you’re a captive audience. Bobby Edwards,

could we bring 7th & 8th grade back? Richie, kids form relationships at that time and they’re better transitioning as it

is now. Thomas Baltrus, how much of the tax burden is represented by income sensitivity payments? We don’t

know.

Connie Wisse calls question. Dick, what are we voting on? Buzzy, point of order, question called. 

V: Aye, questioned called

V: Aye, unanimous

Didn’t warn “other business” but… Richie honors Vicky Capitani’s nine years on the School Board with flowers.

Much applause.

TOWN MEETING

ARTICLE 9:  
Shall the Town and Town School District accept the annual report of the Auditors and other Town Officers?

M: Buzzy

2: Larry

Cathy Kaufmann comments on tiny writing? Adam, correction Adam’s Term ends 2011, 2 year term. Buzzy, book

doesn’t fall apart! Bobby, vital records? Identity theft issue.

V: Ayes unanimous

Forty minute break for lunch.

Connie Wisse, survey for Library please fill out.

ARTICLE 10:  
Shall the town provide notice of availability of the auditor’s report to voters or residents of the town in lieu of mailing by posting notices in 5 public places and advertising in the local newspaper at least 30 days before the annual meeting?

M: Don Albano

2: Ed Barber

Linda Holland explains, more efficient. Alice Veraguth, letter to folks? Colby Dix clarifies, shame to see so many in 

the recycle bin. 

M:Judith Edberg, Moves to amend: “Town of Dover’s Annual Report” 

2: Andrea Seaton

Connie, mailed out to folks? No. 

Discussion

Call question, Sue Rand

V: amendment, Ayes have it, one opposed

V: Aye unanimous
ARTICLE 11:  
Shall the town compensate town officers as follows:  Town Clerk $43,555.20 annual salary, Town Treasurer $38,438.40 annual salary, Lister Chairman $16.80/hr., Listers $14.50-15.50/hr., all others - Chairmen $9/hr., Members $8.06/hr., and mileage based on the Federal reimbursement rate for the month in which the mileage occurred?

M: Sarah Shippe

2: Fred Casey

Alice Veraguth, Treasuerer salary low comparatively. 

M: Alice, amend article to increase Treasuerer salary by $5,000 to 43,438.40 and listers to 14.80-15.80/ hour

2: Joan Black

Charles Lafiura, opposed. Selectboard proposed this salary. Mary Lou, treasurer job has changed. Patty has more

work than when she took over. Lisa Coneeny, option tax creates more work. Sarah, Select Board? Becky, raised

.50/hour. Laura, more info. Thomas, compensation committee? Buzzy, for it. Kristen Wallace, Patty not caught up

with going rate. Sue Rand, hourly rate? Pass over, ask select board to review. Dick, you can pass over. Patty, I’ve

come to the select board 3 years in a row with no luck. Tracy Fletcher, when M.L. retired the board wasn’t sure if

position was full time. Linda Holland, haven’t had time to compare apples to apples. Don, used to pay our people

in the top 10% of pay in VT. Julie Wilson, at review time? Jim, no review for elected official. Connie Wisse, general

fund article 12? Should we raise article 12, too? Thomas Baltrus, is Patty’s job the same as other treasurers? No.

Joan Black, job description? Mary Lou, governed by statute. Liz Brown, walk a mile in Patty’s shoes. Buzzy,

remember the past. 

Buzz, call question

V: ayes have it, question called

V: amend, Ayes have it

Laura, process feels wrong. Compensation committee?

V: Ayes have it

ARTICLE 12:  
Shall the voters authorize general fund expenditure for operational expenses of $1,782,654.00 for the coming year?

M: Andrea Seaton

2: Abe Schuster

Connie Wisse, should increase amount to Library budget.

M: Amend, Linda Holland, 2,250 to Library budget

2: Sarah Shippee

M: amend, Colby, add 5000 for Treasurer total both amendments: 1,789,904

2: Ned

V: on amendment to amendment, Ayes have it, one opposed

Buzz tries to amend, point of order

V: on amended amendment, Aye unanimous

M: Buzz, amend amended amendment 75,000 increase to start Buzzy fund

2: Cathy Kaufmann

Sarah, how will this be spent? Rich and Linda answer, collaboration between Select board and School board. Sue

Rand, is this too preliminary? Don, what are we looking to do? Charles Lafiura, to big an issue, premature. Kathy,

page 17 of Town Report “tax reform fund”? is this “Buzzy fund”? Patty, yes.

M: Buzzy withdraws motion

2: Cathy Kaufmann

M: Buzzy add 20,000 to add to “Buzzy fund”, totaling 1,809,904

2: Cathy Kaufmann

Same concerns raised

Colby, calls question

V: Ayes unanimous, question called

V: Buzzy’s amendment to the amended amendment, Ayes appear to have it

V: on 1,809,904 Ayes have it, one opposed.

ARTICLE 13:   
Shall the voters authorize highway fund expenditure for operational expenses of $
1,282,468.10 for the coming year?

M: Ned McElroy

2: Abe

Buzz calls

V: Ayes have it, called

V: Ayes have it with one opposed.

ARTICLE 14: 
Shall the voters appropriate $250,000.00 to be raised by taxes for the Capital Equipment Fund?

M: Kristen Wallace

2: Andrea Seaton

Thomas Baltrus, normal appropriation? Jim explains, yes.

V: Ayes have it one opposed.

ARTICLE 15: 
Shall the voters appropriate $100,000 to be raised by taxes for the Capital Building Improvement Fund?

M: Andrea Seaton

2: Sarah Shippee

Don Albano, accounting issue? Adam answers, work in progress. Connie Wisse, brick building? Linda, pg 30,

Efficiency VT will come in and prioritize. Mary Lou, blinds for Town Hall by June 30th? Jim, Bicentennial, we need

this building to be a show place. 

V: Ayes have it one oppossed

ARTICLE 16:  
Shall the voters appropriate the sum of $7,200.00 to be raised by taxes for the support of Kids in the Country Child Care and Preschool, Inc. to provide services to residents of the Town?

M: Sarah

2: Fred Casey

Phil Bowen, will Country Daycare ever be able to stand on its own? Don for Board of Country Daycare, money

taken away last year by State. Working on how to deal with this. Business plan calls for autonomy in 4 years. Phil,

should the people get a look at budget not just Select board? Carol Lucas, what does the daycare pay for lights

and electric? Tracy Fletcher gets numbers from Town Report. Tracy says her daycare can’t compete with Town

sponsored Country Daycare. Charles Lafiura, do other Towns pay? Andrea Sumner, we’re a non profit which

makes us different.

Linda calls question 

V: Ayes have it, question called

V: Ayes have it

ARTICLE 17:  
Shall the voters appropriate $5,000.00 to be raised by taxes for the Bicentennial Fund?

M: Don

2: Eddie Barber

Liz, it’s time for a birthday party! We all get a birthday cupcake!

M: Buzzy, amend to 25,000.

2: Tracy Fletcher

Mary Lou, 25,000 should be enough. ML gives brief overview. ML supports the amendment. Sue Rand, economic

Dev.? Judy Lafiura, friends of the library funding breakfast and float, would we get any? 

Call question, Richie

V: Ayes have it, question called

V: Ayes appear to have it. 

Sue requests division of the house.

Ayes 41

Nay 16

Charles Lafieura, opposed to public money being spent. Sue, defeat this it should be economic dev. Linda

Ohotnicky, its a lot of money.

Call question, Warren Bartlett

V: Ayes have it, question called
V: Ayes appear to have it

Call to Divide House

42 Aye 24 nays

ARTICLE 18:  
Shall the voters appropriate $480.00 to be raised by taxes for the Deerfield Valley Farmer’s Day Association?

M: Sarah
2: Jolleen

Jim explains, 

Call question, Thomas

V: Ayes, question called
V: Ayes unanimous

ARTICLE 19:  
Shall the voters authorize the Selectmen to set the tax rate sufficient to cover the approved expenses of the Town of Dover and the Town of Dover Highway for taxes due on August 16, 2010 and February 15, 2011?

M: Don

2: Ed

V: Ayes unanimous
ARTICLE 20: 
Shall the voters authorize the Selectmen to sell properties, which the Town has acquired by gift or through tax sales?

M: Sue

2: Andrea

V: Ayes, unanimous

ARTICLE 21:  
Shall the voters authorize the Selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of taxes?

M: Ned

2: Sarah

V: Ayes have it

ARTICLE 22: 
To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
Randy Capitani introduces Patrick Moreland. All welcome Patrick. Linda reads letter from Tri Town Economic Committee including arguments for new economic planner. Sue Rand, check into compensation of Treasurer? Thomas Baltrus, human resources dept? Sarah, VLCT? Julie, next town meeting elected officials comparative report? Dick, there’s way more to it than that. Warren, Select board’s job. Dwayne we’re looking for a DRB member. Alice, Select board should meet once a week. John Guminak, day care, distribute funds to other daycares in Town? Dick Toussey, can we do something about water? Marshall Brooks, health care info available. Connie Wisse, go to Court as regards property tax? Carol Lucas, can we join with other towns? Thomas asks about measuring progress with Economic Dev Comm., discussion ensues. Dwayne thanks Jim Martin for his service.

Dick, wraps it up. 

Respectfully submitted,





Approved,

Andrew R. McLean,





Richard U. Kaufmann,

Town Clerk






Moderator
